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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 
 

“நா� இ�ரேவலி� நவ�� இ��கிறவெர���, நாேன உ�க� ேதவனாகிய க��த�, ேவெற�வ� 
இ�ைலெய��� அறி"# ெகா�வ $�க�, எ� ஜன�கள ஒ�ேபா#� ெவ*க+ப*+ ேபாவதி�ைல.” 

   ேயாேவ� 2:27 
 

MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH   
 

And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: 
and my people shall never be ashamed. – Joel 2:27 

 
Today Lord is saying that my people will never be ashamed.  These days many are working against you 

to make you shame.  Some people are planning to make you shame because of jealous.  Some, planning to make 
you shame for the reason that of envy.   To make you shame and discourage, Satan is putting envy in the hearts 
of the people.  The Lord you are worshipping is on your side and He is promising you that you will never be 
shamed.   During these days the debts and financial difficulties brings shame in the life of God’s people.  Due to 
the obstruction in the financial blessings many are put to shame.  Today in the presence of God, examine what 
is the reason for your financial difficulties and debts.  Have faith in God and pray in one accord with your 
family members, Jesus will increase your faith.  Believe in Jesus that He will surely deliver you from all the 
debts.   Commit and make a vow in the presence of God that you will not debt again.  You will see miracle 
doors will open for you.  My people will never be shamed.  You are put to shame as you trust in man.  Thus 
saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the LORD.(Jer 17:5)  Trust in God, He will never put to shame. They cried unto thee, and were delivered: 
they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.(Ps 22:5)  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed.(Rom 10:11)  If you believe in Lord and His word, you will never put to ashame.  When 
king commanded Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to worship the golden image, they believed in God and 
they did not worship the golden image.  When the king gave orders that the fire was to be heated up seven times 
more than it was generally heated.  In that situation also they believed in God and did not worship the gold 
image.  Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye 
worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that 
shall deliver you out of my hands?    Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.  But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set 
up.(Daniel 3:15-18)  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego  believed in God and they were never put to ashamed.  
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They were bound and put in to the fire and still they believed in God and God delivered them and the cords 
were broken in to pieces.  They were set free and they dwell in the burning fire.  They were not put to ashamed 
and the king lifted them in good position.  Believe Him and you will lift amount the people who plan to put you 
in shame.  They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. (Ps 34:5) 

 
STORY FOR THE MONTH  

Martyn, Henry (1781-1812) : Anglican chaplain in India and missionary to Muslims 
  
Martyn was born in Truro, 

England, where his father 

worked as head clerk of a 

merchant house. After 

attending Truro Grammar 

School, he proceeded to 

Cambridge to read 

mathematics. Influenced by 

his younger sister, and by 

Charles Simeon, he soon 

professed evangelical faith. He graduated (as Senior 

Wrangler) in 1801, also earning the Smith’s Prize. In 1802 

he became a fellow of St. John’s. Admiration for David 

Brainerd persuaded him to abandon legal ambitions for 

missionary service. 

 

A curacy with Simeon at Holy Trinity Church, Cambridge, 

followed. Changed personal circumstances made 

missionary service impossible for him, so instead, he 

accepted a chaplain’s commission with the East India 

Company. During the 305-day voyage to Calcutta, he 

studied Urdu and Bengali. Until he was posted inland, he 

assisted the Serampore Baptists in Bible translation work. 

He was chaplain from 1806 to 1809 at Dinapore and from 

1809 to 1810 at Cawnpore. In both places, his refusal to 

regard Indians as inferior and his respect for India culture 

annoyed and alienated many of his peers. Encouraged by 

fellow evangelicals, he took as his main task Bible 

translation. With the assistance of munshis (translators), he 

produced Urdu, Arabic, and Persian versions of Scripture, 

thus focusing on Muslim languages. Confessing that 

ignorance of Islam handicapped his ability to communicate 

the gospel, he also “read everything [he] could pick up 

about Mohammadans.” 

 

Late in 1810, suffering from consumption, Martyn took a 

leave of absence to travel through Iran, to test his Persian 

translation, and to benefit from a drier climate. He hoped 

eventually to return to England to persuade a childhood 

sweetheart, who had refused an earlier request, to marry 

him. In Iran, he thoroughly revised his Persian translation of 

the New Testament, which, with the help of Sir Gore 

Ouseley (1779-1844), was presented to the shah. 

Reluctantly, Martyn also agreed to exchange tracts with the 

Muslim ulema (religious scholars), later published as his 

Controversial Tracts on Christianity and Mohammedanism 

(1824). Martyn died at Tocat at age 31, cared for and 

buried by Armenians, whose ancient church he had long 

admired. Martyn’s ecumenical openness, his desire to 

implant the gospel in Indian culture, and his concern for 

spiritual exchange with Muslims have often been obscured 

by his reluctant use of polemic. Nevertheless, his legacy 

inspired later missionaries, such as Thomas Valpy French 

and Temple Gairdner toward a more irenic approach to 

Muslims and to Islam.



DIOCESE OF TIRUNELVELI 

BETHESDA C.S.I. TAMIL CHURCH 
PUNE 

 

www.csitamilchurchpune.org 

contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org           
MAG_ Dec’17 

BIRTH OF A SONG 
(Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber: Silent Night)  

 

The world’s most beloved Christmas Carol, Silent 
Night, comes from the small Austrian village of 
Oberndorf, just north of Salzburg. On Christmas 
Eve, 1818, the congregation of St. Nicholas Church 
heard the first performance of this wonderful music. 
Since then, Silent Night was been translated into 
hundreds of languages and sung and played in every 
corner of the globe. This series of five blogs tells its 
story. 

Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber 

Silent Night was the collaboration of two good 
friends. Joseph Mohr, who wrote the text, was the 
young parish priest at St. Nicholas Church, and 
Franz Xaver Gruber, who composed the music, was 
a local school teacher and the church organist. Here 
is how they got to Oberndorf. 

Joseph Mohr was born on December 11, 1792 and 
baptized in the Salzburg’s famous Cathedral a few 
hours later. For years his birth home was thought to 
be Steingasse 9, but in 1998, a historian determined 
that the actual birth house was on the site of today’s 
Steingasse 31. Unfortunately visiting these sites 

today is problematic: the actual birth house was 
destroyed in World War II and there is still a 
memorial plaque at the wrong address! 

The future priest’s childhood was not a happy one. 
His father, Franz, was a soldier in the army of the 
prince-archbishop of Salzburg and was away from 
home most of the time. His mother, Anna Schoiber, 
was quite poor, and Joseph was the third child that 
she had out-of-wedlock. Even his godfather was not 
a happy figure in the child’s life because he was 
Salzburg’s executioner! 

Life only began to improve for the child when the 
cathedral’s curate took Joseph as a foster child. The 
boy showed an affinity for music and began to sing 
in the choirs of St. Peter’s Church and the 
University Church. As he grew, Mohr continued to 
flourish, first as a student at a well-known grammar 
school in Kremsmüster in Upper Austria, and later 
the archiepiscopal seminar in Salzburg. His 
ordination was on August 21, 1815, and one of his 
first posts was at Oberndorf from 1817 to 1819. 
There he met Franz Gruber. 

Gruber was born on November 25, 1787 in the 
village of Unterweizberg in Bavaria near the 
beginning of the Salzach River. His father was a 
poor weaver who believed his son should learn a 
useful trade and resisted young Franz’s desire to 
learn music. This did not deter the boy, who, 
unbeknownst to his father, took violin lessons and 
also helped the organist at his church. When the 
father finally heard Franz’s organ playing, he 
relented and allowed his son to study to be a teacher. 
In 1807, Franz became schoolmaster and organist in 
the town of Arnsdorf, near Oberndorf, and in 1816 
he became the organist in at St. Nicholas Church. 
The two principal figures of Silent Night were now 
in the same town. 
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Silent night 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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                                   Seek for God's Approval rather Than God's Blessings 
- Zac Poonen 

There are two types of believers - those who seek only God's blessing and those who seek God's approval; and there is a world of 

difference between the two. In Rev. 7:9-14, we read of a great multitude of believers - so vast that they cannot even be numbered. 

Their testimony is that they owe their salvation to their God (v.10) and that their robes are washed white in the blood of Christ 

(v.14); or in other words, that God has blessed them. This is good, no doubt. But it is a vastly different testimony from that of the 

group of believers mentioned in Rev.14:1-5. There we read of a small group that can be numbered. In fact they are only 144000 - a 

small number, when you consider that they have been selected out of the billions of people who have lived on earth. Their testimony 

is that they followed Christ totally on earth, no guile was found in their mouth, and they kept themselves from being defiled by 

'women' (that is, the women mentioned in Revelation 17 - Babylon and her daughters). Or in other words, they pleased God. Notice 

the contrast. The first group received God's blessings. The second received God's approval. We get what we seek. If we are satisfied 

with God's blessing, then that is all we will get. And if we are satisfied with God's material blessings alone, then we will not even 

advance to getting His spiritual blessings. 

 

Most believers are satisfied with being blessed by God - and that too mostly in the material realm alone. That is why Christian book 

stores are flooded with books on how one can be healed of one's sicknesses and become wealthy by tithing, etc. The emphasis is on 

physical and material wellbeing - health and prosperity. This is the clearest symptom of a self-centered life. And yet, we read in 

God's word, that Jesus died in order that we should no longer live for ourselves but only for Him (2 Cor. 5:15); or in other words, 

not to please ourselves but only Him. Or to put it in yet another way, Jesus died in order to deliver us from a self-centered life, and to 

bring us into a God-centered life. 

 

One of the things that can puzzle us these days is the way God blesses a lot of Christian work that is so thoroughly compromising in 

its character. Does this mean that God is not disturbed by the compromises and the deviations from His word? No, it certainly does 

not mean that. God blesses many ministries that He cannot totally approve of. Even when Moses disobeyed God's word and struck 

the rock (when God had told him to speak to it), God still 'blessed' that disobedient ministry. In fact, two million people were blessed 

through it. Yet God dealt with His disobedient servant severely afterwards (Num. 20:8-13). God blessed that ministry because He 

loved those two million needy people, and not because He approved of what His servant did. It is even so today. Many ministries are 

blessed because God loves the needy people who need salvation, healing, etc. But He certainly does not approve of much that goes 

on in the name of Jesus today. He will certainly punish the compromising preachers in due time. 

 

The only condition to be fulfilled in order to get God's material blessings is that one must be either good or evil! - For Jesus said that

God sends sunshine and rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous (Matt. 5:45). Material blessing is therefore no sign of God's 
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approval on one's life. Two million Israelites disobeyed God for forty years in the wilderness - so greatly that God was angry with 

them (Heb. 3:17). Yet God gave them food and healing throughout all those years - and that too miraculously (Deut. 8:2). Even 

miraculous answers to prayer in the physical realm are therefore no indication that God is happy with a person's life. 

 

God's approval, on the other hand, rested on Jesus when He was thirty years old, only because of one reason: Jesus had faithfully 

overcome temptation during all those years. He had lived a life centered in His Father and not in Himself. He never did what pleased 

Himself (Rom. 15:3). At His baptism, the Father testified, "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased" and not "This is My 

well-beloved Son Whom I have blessed". The latter testimony would have meant nothing. It was the former, indicating God's 

approval, which meant everything for Jesus. To follow Jesus is to seek for the same testimony ourselves. 

 

Many Christians travel or migrate to different countries seeking conveniences and comfort and wealth. They can still have God's 

blessings upon their lives, but not God's approval - for no one can serve both God and mammon (that is, wealth, pleasure, comfort, 

etc.). If we think that God's blessing on our lives and on our children is an indication that He is also happy with us, then Satan has 

truly deceived us. 

God's blessing and God's approval are two totally different things. At the end of our earthly lives, the testimony that we have should 

be the testimony that Enoch had before he left the earth: "He pleased God" (Heb. 11:5). Only three words - but no one can have a 

more powerful testimony to his earthly life. This is the testimony that Jesus and Paul had. To merely have a testimony that `He was 

blessed by God' is worth nothing, for millions of unbelievers too can have that testimony. God looks for those who will seek His 

approval, and not just His blessing. 
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