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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 

 
க��த� என�காக யாைவ� ெச�� ���பா�, க��தாேவ, உம� கி�ைப எ����ள�, உம� கர�தி� கி"ையகைள ெநகிழவ%டாதி��ப'ராக. 

- ச*கீத� 138:8 
 

MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH 
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STORY FOR THE MONTH  

David Livingstone (19 March 1813 – 1 May 1873) - "A Privilege Not A Sacrifice"
 
 Livingstone is best known for his 
accomplishments as an explorer as he was the first man to 
map Africa and the first European to discover many areas 
of Africa. What is less known of Livingstone is the immense 
suffering he endured in order to reach Africa with the 
gospel of Christ. 
 
 Besides living in Scotland, David Livingstone was 
a man on track to successfully accomplish the "American 
dream", only something went horribly wrong. Born in 1813 
and raised in a humble Scottish home, Livingstone set his 
heart on achieving success by becoming a medical doctor. 
He supported himself through college and was accepted to 
medical school in London. Livingstone graduated with 
honors but not before his life goals would be rearranged 
by the words of one Dr. Robert Moffat. 
 
 While a student in London, Livingstone had the 
opportunity to hear a message presented by a missionary 
doctor from Africa named Moffat. Moffat reported, 
 
"I have sometimes seen, in the morning sun, the smoke of a 
thousand villages, where no missionary has ever been." 
 
These words burned in Livingstone's heart ultimately 
compelling him to give up his small ambitions in order to 
join Dr. Moffat as a missionary in Africa. David Livingstone 
lived the next 30 years of his life as a missionary and 
explorer in Africa. He traveled over 29,000 miles 
preaching the gospel, providing medical services, building 
churches, and mapping the vast African continent. 
 

 Livingstone is best known for 
his accomplishments as an explorer as 
he was the first man to map Africa and 
the first European to discover many 
areas of Africa. What is less known of 
Livingstone is the immense suffering he 
endured in order to reach Africa with 
the gospel of Christ. He was once 
attacked by a lion on the mission field 
crushing his shoulder to the point that its 
mobility would be hindered for the rest 
of his life. Livingstone married and deeply loved Mary 
Moffat (the daughter of Dr. Moffat), but because of the 
difficulty of travel and various sicknesses he would spend 
more than half of his 18 years of marriage separate from 
his wife. The couple lost a child to sickness on the mission 
field, and later Livingstone also lost his beloved wife to 
sickness on the mission field as well. During his time in 
Africa Livingstone once went 3 years with no 
correspondence from his family because the letters were 
unable to get to him.  
 
 After all of this here is what Livingston had to 
say about the price he paid to live as a missionary in Africa. 
 
 "People talk of the sacrifice I have made in 
spending so much time in Africa. Can that be called a 
sacrifice which is simply paying back a small part of a 
great debt owing to our God which we can never repay? 
Away with the word in such a view and with such a thought. 
It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege." 
(written in David's journal late in life) 
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 David Livingston lost his wife, a child, his health, 
and gave up a comfortable future living out what we know 
as the "American dream." Instead he eeked out an 
existence in the bush of Africa for 30 years. After all that 
suffering Livingstone says it was a privilege, not a sacrifice. 

Why? By the grace of God David Livingstone bought into a 
dream far bigger than himself and a comfortable life. 
Livingstone lived to participate with God in the greatest of 
possible adventures. He gave his life for the glory of God 
among the people of Africa.

 
BIRTH OF A SONG 

(Elisha Albright Hoffman – “I Must Tell Jesus”)  
 
 Elisha Albright Hoffman was born May 7, 1839, 
in Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania to a minister named Francis 
Hoffman. At a young age, Elisha accepted Christ as his 
Savior. 
 
 He attended the Philadelphia public schools, 
studied science, and then studied the classics at Union 
Seminary of the Evangelical Association. 
 
 When he was 24, the War Between the States 
had been raging for two years, and he enlisted as a Private 
in the Union Army on July 9, 1863 with Company A, 47th 

Infantry Regiment, Pennsylvania. He was 
discharged just over a month later on Aug. 14, 
1863, a couple years before the war ended.  
 
 About 1866, he married Susan M. 
Orwig. He was about 26, and she was about 
22. 
 
 He worked for the Evangelical 
Association Publishing House in Cleveland, 
Ohio, for eleven years. 

 
 He was ordained by the Presbyterian Churches 
in 1873, at the age of 34. Two years later in 1876, his 
wife, Susan died, leaving him with three young boys. 
 
He was never formally trained in music, but wrote over 
2,000 hymns, providing both the words and the tune for 
most of them. He assisted in compiling and editing fifty 
song books! 
 
 In early 1879, at the age of 40, he remarried to 
Emma, a woman who was 26 years old. They had a baby 
boy in December, adding to the family of three other boys. 
They were living in Cleveland, Ohio, and had his sister-in-
law living with them and working as a dressmaker. He was 
working as a clerk in a print shop. 
 
 After this dramatic loss, he quit the publishing 
house and returned to Pennsylvania. 

 
He took the pastorate at the Benton Harbor Presbyterian 
Church in Michigan and remained there for 33 years. 
 
 Elisha Hoffman loved the Lord and chose to 
show it by working to help people whom others would call 
the “down and out”. One day he was visiting a woman who 
was in great pain and very discouraged. Hoffman 
reminded the woman that she needed to tell Jesus about 
her problems. She had completely forgotten this simple 
truth and started repeating the words, “Yes, I must tell 
Jesus.” On his way home those words rang in his ears and 
would not go away. He promptly wrote the words and the 
tune to the hymn, “I Must Tell Jesus.” In it, he expressed that 
we not only need to go to Jesus about our physical needs 
but also concerning the worldly temptations that allure us 
each day. 
 
 In 1900, he was 61 years old and Emma was 
47. They had been married for 21 years, and had their 
only daughter (together) living with them who was 19. He 
was a “preacher” and they lived in a rented house at 394 
Territorial Street, Benton Harbor, Michigan. 
 
 In 1904 he was 65 and his physical description 
was that he was 5 feet 5 ½ inches tall, with high forehead, 
gray eyes, straight nose, mustache, oval chin, gray hair, 
fair complexion, and an oval face. 
 
 In 1910 he was 70 and Emma was 58. They 
had been married for 31 years and Emma had lost a child. 
Their house was a rental on 275 Territorial Street, Benton 
Harbor, Michigan. He was still a Presbyterian minister. 
 
 In 1920 he was 80 and Emma was 62. They 
were living in a rented house and he was still serving as a 
Presbyterian minister. Their house was on Chester Street in 
Cabery, Illinois. 
 
 Elisha Hoffman lived to be ninety, and died on 
Nov. 25, 1929, in Cook County, Illinois. 
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