
DIOCESE OF TIRUNELVELI 

BETHESDA C.S.I. TAMIL CHURCH 
PUNE 

 

www.csitamilchurchpune.org 

contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org           
MAG_ Sep’17 

 

 
 

GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 
“ந�திமா� பைனைய�ேபா� ெசழி��, �பேனான���ள ேக��ைவ�ேபா� வள�வா�.” - ச"கீத$ 92:12 

 
MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH 

 
Blessing in the name of the Lord Almighty and Savior Jesus Christ. With our oneness the Church is 

growing day by day and we were able to celebrate “Childers Sunday”, I thank God for all the grace he is 
showering on us. 

This month’s program: 
� Youth Sunday (24

th
 Sep) 

� Family Day (30
th

 Sep) 

� Harvest Festival (1
st

 Oct) 

Family day & Harvest festival will be presided by our Bishop of Tirunelveli The Rt.Rev.Dr.J.J. 
Christdoss. 

         Your valuable participation is required, come and be blessed.   
 
Psalms 92:12(KJV) “The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

Lebanon” 
Who have ever believes that Christ, as died for him is called righteous, so we are the righteous called by 

Lord by his grace and not by our goodwill. 
There are two trees mentioned in the verse and God tries to bless us like this, but why by these trees? 
   Palm Tree (Dates tree) – Grows in extreme heat, as the heat increases the number of 

fruits will increase from 200 to 7000dates. 
  Cedar in Lebanon – Grows in extreme cold, grows till a height of 140feet, depth of 

180feet; branches reach up to 80feet and trunk measures up to 40feet in diameter. 
 Whenever heated problems and shivering situation happen in our life, we shouldn’t get carried away. 
Many situations/problems are allowed by God for us to flourish and grow. Don’t worry about it, God will 
not leave you to fall into this or be trapped into it. 

 But the wicked might grow but that is for a short duration (Psalms 92:7(KJV) “When the wicked spring 
as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed forever”) 
            Wicked are compared with the grass and righteous are compared with Dates & Cedar in Lebanon. 
Your situation may not be good now but change the way of your thinking, Lord is with you and He will 
make you to embellishment. 
 
��������� �
��� ������ ����������: ��
����� ���� ������ ����� �����. 

         -�!�" 92:12 & Tamil Common 
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STORY FOR THE MONTH  

Robert Moffat (1795-1883):Pioneer missionary and linguist in southern Africa
  
I want to tell you the story of a young man who played a 

very great role in the country of South Africa.  It all started 

farther north of the equator than Cape Town is south.  It 

was in Scotland.  An old village pastor was questioned by 

the deacons of his church: Why had there been no growth 

in the church, no new members?  It seemed the work of the 

church, if not going backwards was at least at a standstill.  

They were about to dismiss the pastor and call a new one.  

The deacons said to the old pastor, "No one has come to 

Christ through your ministry in the past year."  His reply:  

"Yea, it has been a lean year, but what about wee 

Bobby?."  The deacons had forgotten about the young lad 

who had come to Christ that year.  

 

Wee Bobby was from a poor but devout Christian family.  

Some time after his conversion, there was a mission 

meeting in that village church.  An offering was taken.  

When the offering basket came to wee Bobby, he told the 

usher to put it on the floor.  "I have nothing to give to God 

but myself," and so saying stepped into the plate with his 

bare feet.  

 

Bobby really meant it when he gave himself to God for His 

service.  He had little opportunity for education, and as an 

early teenager was apprenticed as a gardener.  He 

learned to love this work and later in life he was called 

"God's Gardener."  It was in his late teens that he was 

attracted to a notice of a mission speaker at a church in a 

nearby village.  Although the date was past, he went to talk 

with the pastor of that church and began to think more 

seriously on the great task of missions.  

 

In due time, he volunteered to be a missionary.  After a 

short term of missionary training, he along with another 

young couple left England October 1816 for their 

respective fields of labor.  Robert Moffat went to Cape 

Town.  He was just 21 years old.  

 

The other couple sailed on to the South Sea Islands.  John 

Williams was only 20.  Both of these couples did great 

exploits for Christ.  Almost three years later, the daughter 

of Moffat's former employer traveled to South Africa, and 

they were married in Cape town in 

December 1819.  Robert and Mary 

Moffat served together for 50 years. 

 

Wee Bobby became the outstanding 

missionary to South Africa—Dr. Robert 

Moffat ,who spent the next 52 years of 

his life at Kuruman.  He used his gardening skills to benefit 

the tribal people there, but much more importantly, he 

preached Jesus Christ and translated the Bible into that 

tribal language.  

 

John Williams was also used mightily of God in the South 

Sea Islands.  He was eventually martyred for the cause of 

Christ—killed and eaten by the cannibals of Erromanga 

 

These men were faithful and committed to the cause of 

Jesus Christ.  Moffat served seven years before he had the 

joy of seeing the first convert come to Christ.  It was many 

years before there was a real turning to Christ among the 

people to whom he was ministering.  During that time he 

mastered the language and began his lifelong translation 

work.  In due time, he printed the whole Bible in the local 

tribal language.  

 

He had a profound influence on his own family.  Son John 

Moffat returned to Africa as a missionary.  His daughter 

Mary became the wife of the renowned David Livingstone.  

Through his influence, many others went to the mission 

fields of the world—not just Africa alone.  He took one 

furlough in 52 years of service. 

 

Why do I tell you this story?  One young lad from a poor 

family with little formal education, but who gave himself 

without reservation to Christ, was used of God to do mighty 

things of eternal value.  What could God do with your life?  

[John 6:1-14].  This event is recorded in all four Gospels, 

so it is intended to teach us a great lesson.  A lad gave 

what he had, and this was mightily used of Christ.  We 

need to come to Christ, give Him our all.  He'll take it and 

multiply it for His glory. 
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BIRTH OF A SONG 

(Rev. Richard Blanchard – “Fill my cup, Lord”)  
 

“As if you could kill time without injuring eternity,” wrote 

Thoreau in Walden. But sometimes God takes the time we 

sought to kill and by a kind of quiet miracle turns it into 

something that will live forever. 

 

In 1953 the Rev. Richard Blanchard (1925-2004) was 

waiting for a couple to arrive for pre-marital counseling at 

Wesley Church in Coral Gables, Florida. They were late, 

and he was annoyed. He told his secretary he would wait 

thirty minutes, then he would leave. Instead of fuming, he 

went to a Sunday school classroom and began to doodle 

on the piano to kill time. 

 

"Quite often I will play around with a song idea in my 

mind,” he said in a newspaper interview for the Miami 

Herald. “All of a sudden it will gel. A few of my songs have 

been given to me by the Lord. It took only six minutes to 

think up the words of 'Fill my Cup, Lord.' I was finished with 

the music in another 20 minutes. There have been a few 

moments in my life when things have come from God. 

There is no other way to explain them." 

(richardblanchardmusic.com). 

 

Blanchard’s method of composition was to write the words 

to his pieces after developing a thought or reading 

Scripture, and then to write the music “by ear” to fit the 

words rather than composing the melody on paper. His 

music combines the chords and harmonies of the Big Band 

era with the Christian message of southern gospel music. 

 

Published in 1959 (1964 according to the Richard 

Blanchard Music site), “Fill My Cup, Lord” quickly became 

a gospel music hit across the country. It is Blanchard’s most 

famous composition. The United Methodist Hymnal of 

1989 includes only the hymn’s refrain. This always 

disappointed Blanchard. But the refrain became 

enormously popular as a choral response for Communion. 

After Blanchard’s death in 2004, Blanchard’s wife and 

others petitioned for the complete hymn’s inclusion, and all 

three stanzas were eventually published along with the 

familiar chorus in Worship & Song in 2011 (McIntyre, “Fill 

My Cup”). 

 

The first stanza takes the image of the filled cup to a very 

specific biblical story, Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan 

woman at Jacob’s well in Sychar (John 4:5-42). In the 

context of this story, what was published as a refrain in The 

United Methodist Hymnal takes on a deeper meaning, 

reminding us of the woman’s history, her questions, her 

perplexity, and her conversion. She had been seeking 

lasting joy, but like many, her search had taken her to all 

the wrong places. Using the image of the well’s water, 

Jesus promises something more: “Everyone who drinks of 

this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the 

water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water 

that I will give will become in them a spring of water 

gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:14-15, NRSV). 

 

The second stanza expands the focus from the woman at 

the well to “millions in this world who are craving / The 

pleasure earthy things afford”; the final stanza directly 

addresses the individual still hungry even after all the 

things the world can give. 

 

Blanchard’s parents were Methodist missionaries in China, 

where he was born in 1925. When the family returned to 

the United States, he grew up in Depression-era Indiana, 

then came south to North Carolina, where his father was 

an Army chaplain during World War II. Blanchard 

attended Davidson College and graduated from Mercer 

University. He met his wife, Anne, who was a student at 

Wesleyan College in Macon. He then went to seminary at 

the Candler School of Theology. Ordained an elder in 

1950, he transferred from the North Georgia Conference 

to the Florida Conference, serving United Methodist 

congregations there until his retirement in 1988. 

 

Blanchard’s own cup was not filled with sweetness. A lung 

condition required two surgeries and left him with one-third 

of normal lung capacity. His son, Richard, was left a 

quadriplegic at seventeen after an accident. And after 

Blanchard and his wife moved to North Carolina in 2000 

to be near their three grown children, they experienced 
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their son’s death and the fatal illness of one of their 

daughters. 

 

Nevertheless, during his forty-year ministry, Blanchard 

composed dozens of gospel hymns, wrote a musical about 

Francis of Assisi, produced a regular newspaper column, 

wrote a biography of Bishop John Branscomb, and 

launched a popular television ministry in the Miami area. 
Fill my cup, Lord 

1)Like the woman at the well, I was seeking 

For things that could not satisfy. 

And then I heard my Savior speaking— 

“Draw from My well that never shall run dry.” 

 

Fill my cup, Lord; 

I lift it up Lord; 

Come and quench this thirsting of my soul. 

Bread of Heaven, feed me till I want no more. 

Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole. 

 

2)There are millions in this world who are seeking 

For pleasures earthly goods afford. 

But none can match the wondrous treasure 

That I find in Jesus Christ my Lord. 

 

3)So my brother if the things that this world gives you 

Leave hungers that won’t pass away, 

My blessed Lord will come and save you 

If you kneel to Him and humbly pray—
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The Love of God revealed in AGenesisC 

- Zac Poonen 

The first mention of love in Genesis 22:2 is where Isaac is called Abraham's only son whom he loves. The offering of Isaac on the altar that 

follows later on in the chapter is a clear picture of Calvary where God the Father gave His only Son as an offering for our sins. Accordingly the 

love referred to in verse 2 is a picture of God the Father's love for Christ. The second mention of the word "love" in the Bible is in Genesis 24:67 

which tells of Isaac's love for Rebekah - a husband's love for his wife. Here we have a clear picture, as the rest of the chapter also beautifully 

shows, of the love of Christ for His church. In the New Testament these two concepts are brought together by the Lord in John 15:9 - JAs the 

Father hath loved me (with the love of a father for a son depicted in Genesis 22:2) so have I loved you" (with the love of Christ for the sinner that 

finds its parallel in the love of a bridegroom for a bride illustrated in Genesis 24:67). Thus, even in the typology in the Old Testament, this 

thought of God's intense love for man is reflected. 

 

Let us therefore look at Genesis 24 and, in this faint picture provided by the relationship between Isaac and Rebekah, see some of the 

characteristics of the Lord's great love for us. When God seeks to show us how greatly He loves us, it is very significant that He uses the 

husband-wife relationship as an example. The union between husband and wife is the most intimate of all earthly relationships. While it would be 
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unwise to carry the parallel too far, the Divine choice of this illustration, confirmed as it is by such New Testament passages as Ephesians 5:21-

23, serves clearly to underline the very personal intimacy that the Lord desires to have with each one of us, and that He desires that we should 

have with Him. In Genesis 24, we may see a kind of allegory of the Divine search for such a relationship with man. There Abraham may be seen 

as a figure or type of God the Father, Abraham's servant as a type of the Holy Spirit and Isaac as a type of God the Son, while Rebekah takes her 

place as a type of alien, unredeemed man in the far country who the Holy Spirit seeks to win to Christ. In the attitude of Abraham's servant (who 

on this mission was representing both Abraham and Isaac) and the attitude of Isaac towards Rebekah, we may discern characteristics of the love 

of Christ for us. 

 

First of all, we see in Genesis 24 verses 22 and 53 that Abraham's servant gives gifts to Rebekah out of the riches of his master. This gives us an 

insight into the heart of God. When He comes to us, He does not come demanding, but giving. As a good husband will want to share all he has 

with his wife, so does the Lord desire to share all He has with us. Many of us have the idea that if we surrender ourselves fully to the Lord, He 

will make so many demands upon us that our lives will become miserable. Even though we may not say so in as many words, yet this is the reason 

why we shrink from an unconditional surrender to the Lord. Yet Jesus has clearly told us that the real thief who comes to take away what we have 

is the devil (John 10:10). But how few believe this! If we really believed that the Lord Jesus has come to give us all that He has, there would be 

no reserve at all in the surrender of our lives to Him. 

 

A story is told of a pastor who once went to visit a poor old lady in order to bring her a gift with which to pay her rent. He went to her house and 

knocked at the door, and waited, and knocked again. But there was no response, and so at length he went away. A few days later he met her on 

the street. "I called on you the other day with a present," he told her, "but found the door bolted and could get no answer." "Oh," said the old 

lady, "I am sorry. I was inside, but I thought it was the landlord who had come to collect the rent. So I didn't open the door." Brothers and 

sisters, the Lord Jesus has not come to collect the rent! He has come to give us all that He possesses. He wants to bring us wealth unimaginable. 

How foolish it is not to open the door to Him. How foolish it is not to surrender our lives to Him utterly. 

 

Look again at Abraham's servant. Another feature of the story is that, even knowing she was God's choice for Isaac, this man did not compel 

Rebekah to go with him. He respected her free will, and only when she herself was willing did he take her (verses 54-59). That too is 

characteristic of the love of Christ for us, as we saw briefly at the outset of this chapter. God respects man's freedom of choice. The love of God 

is without compulsion. He will never force you to do anything. Men in the world - yes, and even Christian leaders - may exert pressure upon you 

to do many things against your will, but God - never. (And in passing, may I say that any man who seeks to be like God will follow Him in this.) 

The Lord will never force you to read your Bible, or to pray, or to witness for Him. God never forces any sinner to turn to Him, neither will he 

force any believer to obey Him. In His instructions to Moses about the Tabernacle, God told him to receive offerings only from those who gave 

them willingly (Exod. 25:2), and this principle recurs in the New Testament (2 Cor. 9:7). Indeed it runs through the entire Bible. God does 

command obedience to Him, but He never forces anyone to obey. He will always respect the free will that He Himself has given to man. What 

need is there, then, for you and me to be afraid of a love like this?  
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